The Son of God
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“Truly this was the Son of God!” Thus spoke the centurion who watched Jesus die.
“Truly this was the Son of God!” Finally, someone believed in Jesus, the Son of God, just as he
died! And this centurion was not one of his followers. This confession of faith came from the lips
of a Gentile, a citizen of the Roman Empire, an officer in the Roman army, the soldier in charge
of the soldiers who mocked Jesus, crucified him, and gambled for his clothing. This man saw the
truth before anyone else. Thus the centurion and those who were with him said, “Truly this was
the Son of God!” Can we join our voices to theirs today? Do we have the faith to say that Jesus is
the Son of God? Do we have the courage to stand opposed to the powers of evil? Do we have the
wisdom to worship God rightly? Do we have the love for humanity to preach and share the
gospel of Jesus Christ with all the world? Can we look at Jesus—then dead on the cross, now
raised to new life in heaven—and say, “Truly this is the Son of God!”?

The good news of the love and mercy of God Almighty is hidden from us in the horror of
the cross. And yet, the good news of the love and mercy of God Almighty is also revealed to us
in the death of Jesus Christ on the cross. One of his disciples had betrayed him. The rest had
denied and deserted him. The religious authorities had condemned him. The government had
convicted him. The soldiers had crucified him. The passersby had derided him. The priests and
elders had mocked him. The robbers crucified with him had reviled him. At that moment, no one
believed in him. No one stood by him. No one supported him. His ministry appeared to have
failed. His teachings were disregarded. His preaching had been silenced. His life was ebbing
from him, and then he cried out, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” “And Jesus
cried again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit.” The end had come. His life was over. His
disciples were gone. No one understood his message. God appeared to have forsaken him and left
him to die.

And yet, this is his victory, glory, and majesty. It appears that he lost everything—his life,
dignity, friends, followers, his God and Father. But he did not lose his faith in God, and he did
not lose his love for humanity. Though God seemed to have forsaken him, Jesus refused to quit
trusting in God. Though humanity crucified and mocked him, Jesus refused to stop loving them
and us. The moment of Christ’s death—when the forces of sin and evil were massed against
him—is the moment of his victory.

What did Jesus win by losing his life, and what does it have to do with us today? Jesus
won a victory of faith. Jesus believed in and trusted God, and nothing took that faith away from
him: not betrayal and desertion, not accusation and condemnation, not beatings and mocking, not
crucifixion and pain, not seeming to be forsaken by God, and not even death. Jesus hung on the
cross before the judgment of God, taking upon himself the sin of the world, experiencing the
wrath of God, taking on our punishment, and yet, he never quit trusting in the righteousness of
God. The temptation was to despair. The temptation was to give up. The temptation was to stop
trusting God. But Jesus did not do that. The people who mocked him had no comprehension that
his crucifixion, far from invalidating his faith, proved its greatness. The one who knew fully the
presence of God cried out, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” And yet, Jesus did
cry out, “My God, my God!” Jesus not only continued to trust in God but continued to call out to
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God, continued to pray to God, hanging on the cross, surrounded by hecklers. Jesus won a
victory of faith over despair, trusting God even when there was no visible reason to do so, and by
that faith he won the victory for you and me.

Jesus also won a victory of good over evil, of love over hate. Jesus had reason to hate the
people around him for what was being done to him. But he refused to stop loving people. Evil
did its worst, and failed. The powers of evil failed to cause Jesus to despair; the powers of evil
failed to cause Jesus to hate. So, Jesus defeated evil, once and for all. It is still thrashing around
in the world and in our lives, but it is a broken power. Evil is like a virus. A virus cannot live on
its own. A virus cannot reproduce on its own. It invades the cell of another being, thrives off of
it, and causes that cell to start producing more virus. Thus evil causes itself to be replicated in
another, when the other responds in kind, evil for evil. But Jesus, though everyone hated him,
refused to respond in kind. Jesus kept on loving. Jesus kept on loving to the point of death. And
when he did, the power of evil was defeated. It was broken, once and for all. The power of
hatred— whose whole power is to make someone else hate in return— was undone. Death was
robbed of its power. The whole created order bore witness to this victory: the sun went dark, the
earth shook, rocks split apart, and tombs were opened. For once, hatred failed to call forth hatred.
Evil failed to replicate itself. The curse of sin failed to cause sin. Though he was crushed and
killed, Jesus Christ won the victory with his faith and love.

So, Christ’s death and apparent defeat was his victory over sin, death, evil, and unbelief.
Christ bore the punishment for our sin, evil, and hatred, without being sinful, evil, or hateful. He
paid the price for us without being corrupted. This brings about the forgiveness of our sin, evil,
and hatred. This victory was the turning point for humanity. It was the turning point for you and
me, for who we are, for our relationship to God, and for our relationships with each other.

Christ’s victory gives us the power we need for renewal in our lives. Not only have we
been forgiven, but also we are to change. There is a new possibility before us. It used to be that
evil won every time. Now, because of Christ’s victory, the power of love can win over evil even
in us. On a good day, in small and partial ways, we will be able to resist evil by not falling into
the trap of resisting it in kind, returning like for like. On a good day, in small and partial ways,
we will be able to overcome evil by suffering its worst attacks and refusing to allow it to replicate
itself in us. Christ suffered for us, taking on our punishment. We who would follow him are to
follow him to the cross, embodying in ourselves his love.

Not only does the victory of Christ bring us forgiveness from God and renewal in our
individual lives, but also we are called to be a new people in our being the church of Jesus Christ.
The moment of death which was the defining moment for Jesus the Crucified, is also the defining
moment for us who would bear the name Christian. God made us for himself and is reclaiming us
as his own. We were not only created to glorify God but also redeemed to worship God, so that
this is the center of our life together, and nothing else we do is more important than worshiping
God.

We who have heard the good news of Jesus Christ and benefitted from it, being recipients
of God’s grace, are now to share it with others and to become agents of God’s grace. Everyone
needs to be told about the suffering of Christ who defeated sin, death, and evil on the cross. The
gospel of Jesus Christ is to be preached to all people, right here in church, every Sunday
morning. It is important for you and me to be here, and it is important for us to bring other people
here with us!
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We for whom Christ gave his life are to give of ourselves for him. Jesus Christ gave all
for us. What do we give for him? We give our time, money, talents, efforts, and so forth. We do
that not because part of our time, money, talents, and efforts belongs to God, but as recognition
that all that we have belongs to God.

“Truly this was the Son of God!” Thus spoke the centurion who watched Jesus die.
“Truly this was the Son of God!” Finally, someone believed in Jesus as the Son of God, just as he
died! And this confession of faith came from an officer in the Roman army, the soldier in charge
of the soldiers who crucified Jesus. “Truly this was the Son of God!” Do we have the faith to say
that Jesus is the Son of God? Do we have the courage to stand opposed to the powers of evil? Do
we have the wisdom to worship God rightly? Do we have the love for humanity to preach and
share the gospel of Jesus Christ with all the world? Can we look at Jesus—then dead on the
cross, now raised to new life in heaven—and say, “Truly this is the Son of God!”?

To God be the glory, forever and ever! Amen.

© Dr. James C. Goodloe 1V, Pastor
Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church
1627 Monument Avenue

Richmond, Virginia 23220
WWW.grace-covenant.org



	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3

