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“He trusts in God; let God deliver him now.” Thus spoke the chief priests, the scribes,
and the elders of Israel, mocking Jesus Christ, crucified, the Son of God hanging on the cross:
“He trusts in God; let God deliver him now.” As if it were not enough that the Roman soldiers
mocked him, the robbers reviled him, and the passersby derided him, the priests, scribes, and
elders mocked him: “He trusts in God; let God deliver him now.”

Listen to what happened at the crucifixion. Look at Christ crucified, hanging on the cross.
Here, at the center of history, we find that Jesus Christ gave himself for us. Jesus gave his life for
you and me. He did not have to do this! He could have lived for himself and forgotten about us.
He could have turned the other way. He could have escaped the soldiers. He could have avoided
the derision. He could have silenced the mockery. Jesus could have chosen not to go to the cross,
not to die, not to give his life for you and me. But instead, he chose to obey God, he went to the
cross, and he gave his life– no one took it from him– he gave his life for you and me. Here is a
gift we dare not ignore, belittle, or betray. Here is the hinge of time, the turning point of human
history, the center of your life and mine: Jesus Christ gave his life for you and me.

This gift of life was not given easily, but at great cost. Jesus, the Son of God, suffered
condemnation and conviction by the religious and governmental authorities. He suffered
scourging from Pilate. He suffered stripping, crowning with thorns, mocking, spitting, hitting,
and crucifixion from the soldiers. He suffered the indignity of crucifixion between two robbers,
as if he were their leader. He suffered derision from the passersby, and mockery from the chief
priests and scribes and elders. Even the robbers who were crucified with him reviled him in the
same way. So Jesus, who is God with us and among us, suffered not only death by crucifixion
but also humiliation and rejection by the human race. Jesus suffered. He suffered it all without
deserving any of it. He suffered it all without complaining. He suffered it all, alone, for you and
me. And in so doing, he won the victory! Suffering did not conquer him. Death did not defeat
him. To Christ belongs the victory!

To help us realize and understand this, people in today’s reading, who did not realize
what they were saying, spoke the truth about Jesus Christ. God help us not to be as ignorant as
they were! God help us not to be as hateful as they were! God help us to learn from their negative
examples what to avoid, so that we might believe in, love, honor, obey, and serve Jesus Christ all
the days of our lives! In today’s reading, Jesus not only suffers physically, but also he is mocked,
reviled, derided, rejected, ridiculed, and humiliated. He was hung out to die and was made into
the laughingstock of the people. And in their very taunts, people who had no idea of what they
were saying spoke the truth about Jesus Christ.

Five-hundred Roman soldiers stripped Jesus, after he had been scourged, put a scarlet
robe on him, forced a plaited crown of thorns down onto his head, put a reed scepter in his hand,
and then knelt before him and hailed him as “King of the Jews,” in cruel jest, ridicule, and
mockery. Then they spit on him, and hit him, and crucified him– a form of capital punishment
not allowed for Roman citizens but reserved for those who counted for nothing in the eyes of the
Empire–, and they gambled for his clothes. Then the soldiers posted the charge, “This is Jesus the
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King of the Jews,” never realizing that Jesus was King of the Jews, King of the Romans, King of
the world King of the human race, and Lord of the universe.

The passersby derided Jesus, saying “Save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come
down from the cross.” We know what they must not have known, that they were using the very
words of the devil who had tempted Jesus in the wilderness: “If you are the Son of God,
command these stones to become loaves of bread.…If you are the Son of God, throw yourself
down.” Jesus said to the devil then, “Begone, Satan! for it is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord
your God and him only shall you serve.’” And now, on the cross, Jesus held by that ancient word:
“‘You shall worship the Lord your God and him only shall you serve.” He did not fall for the
temptation while on the cross any more than he had earlier. The passersby did not know that it
was because Jesus was the Son of God that he chose not to come down from the cross but to stay
there and die, for them and for us, giving his life for you and for me.

In the same way the chief priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were mocking
Jesus, saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself.” That is true, too! The priests and
scribes and elders admitted that he had saved other people, but they were too blind, too stupid, or
too hard-hearted to realize what that meant. They knew that he had saved people, but they
refused to acknowledge, honor and, worship him as the Savior. And, of course, Jesus could not
save himself. If he had saved himself, he could not have saved us. Only by not saving himself
could he be the Savior. What the chief priests and scribes and elders did not know is that it was
Christ’s refusal to use the power of God to save himself that gave him the power and the
authority to save us.

As a final insult, the chief priests, scribes, and elders said of Jesus, “He trusts in God.”
Since when had that become such a bad thing? “He trusts in God.” As if to say, “What a sucker!
What a loser! What an idiot! This poor, deluded man is hanging on a cross, and he trusts in
God!” Well, of course Jesus Christ trusted in God! Trusting in God is what Jesus did his whole
life. He kept doing it on the cross. Jesus trusted in God every moment of every day. He never
divided that trust with anyone or anything else. He trusted God alone. That is what is going on
here, on the cross. Jesus could not trust his disciples, who had betrayed and deserted him. He
could not trust the religious leaders, who had condemned him. He could not trust the
governmental authorities, who had convicted him. There is nothing in the story to show that he
should trust God, who put him into this mess. But that is the point of the story: Jesus keeps on
trusting in God when there is no apparent reason to do so, when it seems that God has forsaken
him, when God is letting him hang there and die. Jesus kept on trusting in God, with a good,
brave, and perfect trust, against all odds and against all evidence, and the priests and scribes and
elders think that is something to make fun of. Jesus kept on trusting in God, and we are saved by
his faith. If Jesus had quit trusting in God for an instant, that would have been the end of the
story. But whereas the priests twice said they wanted proof of God’s deliverance “now,” Jesus
was content with God’s timetable. Jesus trusted God. And it turns out that God did not prevent
Jesus from dying! God let Jesus give his life there for you and me. God let him die. But
afterwards, God delivered Jesus from death, from the other side, resurrecting him to a new and
different and eternal life. God vindicated Jesus against his mockers and detractors. God was
present with Jesus Christ in the trust that Jesus had in God even when God did not seem to be
present.

Given the suffering, the mockery, and the humiliation of the crucifixion of Jesus Christ,
why do we dare to think that God cares about us? Why do we believe in God while we suffer?
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Because, in Jesus Christ, God Almighty took on the weakness of humanity and the fragility of
life and suffered the worst that could happen. God knows about human suffering first hand, not
from the distance of heaven. We know that God cares about our suffering because God has
suffered with us, in the flesh, up close. God knows the pain of undeserved, uncalled for suffering.
It is God who made us. God knows us. God remembers us and sustains us. God does not leave us
alone. Knowing this, we are able to keep on believing even in the hardest of times.

By Christ’s crucifixion, we know that we do not suffer alone. Though the universe grinds
us down and wears us out, it does not win. It does not isolate us. It does not alienate us. It cannot
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. It is significant to our hearts and to our
well-being that God has not left us here alone but has come and joined us and suffered with us.
God does not ask us to do anything that Jesus has not done. God does not abandon or forsake us.
And while God does not always save us from suffering by rescuing us from it, God does always
save us by carrying us safe through the suffering, even if that means to the other side of death.
God is not defeated by suffering but provides for our care. So, we do not suffer alone. It is good
and significant and helpful to know that we do not suffer away from or apart from the watchful
care of God.

By Christ’s crucifixion, we are called upon to have patience in the midst of our own
suffering. Now, I do not mean that we have to be patient about all things. There are some things
about which we should get impatient and work for change. But you and I know there are some
things we cannot change. There are some things that cannot be undone. There are some things
that cannot be stopped. And in the face of these, we are called not to despair but to patience and
to trust. God calls on us to continue trusting in God and in God’s goodness toward us, just as
Jesus kept on trusting in God. God will deliver us, even if it is by a resurrection like Christ’s.
There is an impressive dignity with which Christ suffered the cross, despite the indignities being
heaped upon him. He never complained, he never resisted, he never struck back, he never tried to
save himself, he never stopped loving those who persecuted him, he never started hating those
who mocked and tortured him. They never broke him. He trusted in God. He trusted in God
when there was no apparent reason to do so. So there was a tremendous dignity amid the
suffering and the death of Jesus Christ. There are lessons to be learned here, and resources in the
Christian faith to be drawn upon, as we seek to follow Jesus Christ by facing life, suffering, and
even death with some poise, courage, faith, and dignity.

By the people in today’s reading speaking the truth they did not know, we learn that we
are the beneficiaries of a wonderful exchange. As John Calvin pointed out of this passage, Christ
willingly suffered insult and mockery to make us stand before God pure and unstained. Christ
endured all the ugliness of the crucifixion to restore the image of God to us. He was thrown out
of the city onto Golgotha so that we might be taken into the kingdom of God. He was stripped of
his clothes so that we might be clothed with the garments of righteousness. He endured being
counted among the wicked in order to bring us into the company of holy angels. All that he took
upon himself was a relief to us. It was for our sake and for our salvation that the Son of God
willed to stay on the cross and endure torment, agony, and death. Christ takes on the curse of sin
in order that we might be forgiven of our sin. We dare not neglect or be ungrateful for these
benefits. Consider this: Simon of Cyrene was an unknown man. Now he has been remembered
for two-thousand years because of the cross of Christ. So our only abiding worth and dignity
derives from the cross.
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By Christ’s crucifixion, we are taught not only to love God but also to love neighbor.
Since God in Jesus Christ loves us so much that he is willing to suffer, be humiliated, and die on
our account, we are not only to love God in return but also to love one another in a like manner.
If Christ can die for our sins, we can forgive one another. If Christ can share our suffering, we
can care for one another. If Christ can suffer humiliation on our account, we can keep hurtful
words and thoughts to ourselves. Christ died alone so that we might live together as his church.

“He trusts in God; let God deliver him now.” Thus spoke the chief priests, the scribes,
and the elders of Israel, mocking Jesus Christ, crucified, the Son of God hanging on the cross:
“He trusts in God; let God deliver him now.” As if it were not enough that the Roman soldiers
mocked him, the robbers reviled him, and the passersby derided him, the priests, scribes, and
elders mocked him: “He trusts in God; let God deliver him now.” Yes, Jesus did trust in God, for
our sake. He gave his life for you and me. Now it is time for us to trust in God for Christ’s sake.

To God be the glory, forever and ever! Amen.
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