Throughout the Whole World!

Psalm 150, Matthew 24:1-28 November 12, 2000

“This gospel of the kingdom will be preached throughout the whole world, as a testimony
to all nations; and then the end will come.” The gospel of Jesus Christ is not the private property
of the Christian church. The gospel of the kingdom of God does not belong to the church of God.
The good news which we have received is for the whole world. The mercy poured out upon us is
for all the nations of the world. The forgiveness we have received is meant to be preached to all
people. The love of God we have known is meant to be shared with all.

This is our calling. This is our life. This is our mission and purpose. We who have heard
the gospel are to preach it throughout the world. We do not know what they will say. We do not
know how they will respond. But that is not our responsibility. In fact, we do know that many
will not receive it well. Many will reject the message and the messengers. We have been warned.
But that is not a reason not to go. That is a reason to persevere.

There are many temptations along the way. There are many distractions. There are many
things to do, even things good in and of themselves, that are not the preaching of the gospel, and
which therefore run the risk of detracting from the preaching of the gospel. We must be careful to
discern and to avoid the distractions.

At the same time, we must be bold. We cannot mumble the gospel. We cannot whisper
the gospel. We cannot hide the gospel. We cannot squelch the gospel. Instead, we shout it from
the rooftops! We proclaim it in the streets! We name it in our lives! We pour it forth from our
hearts! We hold it up against all that is wrong and all that is evil in the world.

So, what is this gospel of the kingdom of God? What is this gospel of Jesus Christ? What
is this good news? Despite all the evil in the world—wars and rumors of wars, nation rising
against nation and kingdom against kingdom, famines and earthquakes in various places—
despite all the evil in the world, God has provided for us to be restored to right relationship with
God and therefore to right relationship to each other. This is the good news of the kingdom of
God.

Despite all the evil within ourselves—doubt, fear, faithlessness, hatred, betrayal, and the
growing cold of love—despite all the evil within ourselves, God has provided for us to be
restored to right relationship with God and therefore to right relationship to each other. This is
the good news of the gospel of Jesus Christ.

When we look at the world, we cannot deny the evil we see there. When we look within
ourselves, we cannot deny the evil we see there. Sometimes it seems to be winning, at both
places! Yet we believe in God despite this. We believe in God and in his victory because of what
we see in Jesus Christ.

The passage we have read today acknowledges the reality of evil, but even more it tells
the truth of the gospel—God sent Jesus Christ into the world to gather a kingdom of people
around himself. This is the good news that will be proclaimed throughout the world. Jesus Christ
will succeed and will accomplish the task for which he was sent. These are words of good hope
and encouragement.

All of this comes about in answer to a question the disciples asked: “Tell us, when will
this be, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?” We might call it the
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end of time. Jesus did not tell them when it would be. But he did agree that the world will have
an end!

Others have thought that the universe is eternal—that it always has been and always will
be. That would be a desperate view of the world, for there would be no end to evil. There would
be no motivation for change, and there would be no appreciation of, or value to, the moment.

But on the very first page of the Bible, it says that God created the world. The world had a
beginning. God is eternal, but the world is not. Because the world had in beginning, it shall also
have an end. We are not trapped in endless cycles of repetition. We move from the beginning to
the end and that is it. We pass this way only one time. Life is real, not illusory. The choices we
make matter. The way we live is important. The love we share is precious and to be cherished.

To say that the world will end is to say that every moment is a valuable and precious gift
from God. If we had an infinite amount of time, no piece of it would be worth much. If we had
millions of dollars, we would not need to worry about grocery prices. But with limited resources,
each dollar is important. And since time is limited, every moment is valuable.

The most powerful aspect of this value of time has to do with the urgency of the gospel.
All of this is for real! The gospel deserves our full attention, our highest commitment, our total
involvement, our whole self. The reality that the world will end places each moment under a
sense of urgency.

I do not mean by this simply that each of us will die, and that none of us knows when, so
that we ought to have our lives in order. That is true and important. But I am talking about the
larger issue and reality that the whole created world is passing away. It may or may not happen in
our lifetime. But it puts things into proper perspective. It helps sort things out. The reality that the
world will end raises the questions: What is important? What counts for anything? What is of
lasting value? How shall I live? For whom shall I give? To what shall I dedicate my life?

Life is too precious to live in a haphazard, careless, misguided, lukewarm, noncommittal,
tentative sort of way! Life is urgent! The gospel is real! It calls for us to get on board with Jesus
Christ or to get out of the way! All of this comes from the teaching that the world is coming to an
end.

If the world were infinite, if time went on forever, it might make sense to be cautious, to
be uncommitted, to seek meaning from some other source, such as fame, politics, or gathering
wealth. But the world is finite. Time is short. We are called to decision, to commitment, to faith
and faithfulness, to taking a stand. The things of this world are useful, but that is all- they are to
be used. They are not of permanent value or significance.

In a recent newspaper column, “Time of the Living Dead,” a husband and wife economist
and psychiatrist, said things the church has always known. I will read just pieces of this:

We are living in a spiritual crisis....Our nation has lost its way....

Our nation suffers from meaninglessness, which in turn leads to separation,
alienation, and ultimately to despair. Those who are alienated are detached from...their
basic beliefs and eventually from themselves. Drug abuse, alcoholism, sexual abuse,
teenage suicide and violent crime are all firmly rooted in meaninglessness....

“[P]eople who seem to be living lives which are good by all sociological standards...
somehow seem to be more dead than alive.”

Many who are physically alive appear to be spiritually, emotionally and
intellectually dead...
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In an attempt to avoid the pain and suffering associated with separation and
meaninglessness, many Americans seek meaning through a life based on having...
... The more you have, the more you want. Having has no upper limit...

Our entire economy is driven by our intense psychological need to fill the spiritual
and emotional vacuum created by meaninglessness with material goods and services.'

Their diagnosis is correct, as far as it goes. The meaning of life is not found in
possessions or in anything else in this world. But the real human problem is alienation from God.
In answer to that, the gospel is that true meaning, purpose, direction, and joy in life are found in
the realization that God has already provided in Jesus Christ for our restoration to right
relationship with God and with each other.

The end of the world and the truth of the gospel add up to the urgency of life. We have
meaning, purpose, excitement, and a reason to live every day with faith, hope, love, commitment,
and dedication.

Our desire to have more and more things can never be satisfied—it grows and grows until
it consumes us. But our deeper desire to be in relation to God and to be in relation to neighbor
can be satisfied. Our desire to be loved can be satisfied. Our desire to be known and cared for can
be satisfied. Our desire to love God as we have been loved and our desire to love neighbor as we
love ourselves can be satisfied.

Since the world is coming to an end and life is short, do you prefer to spend your life
pursuing desires that can never be satisfied, or would you like to pursue those desires which can
be satisfied, those relationships for which we were created and for which Christ died?

One thing we can do is to expose ourselves to the gospel of Jesus Christ. Yes, God could
speak to us through anything—earthquake, wind, fire, or storm—yet, it is more likely that God
will grace us as we involve ourselves in, and commit ourselves to, the reading, preaching, and
hearing of the word of God. Here God has promised to speak to us, and we dare not neglect this.

The gospel of Jesus Christ is either all-important or it is not important at all. It does not
merit half-hearted attention. It calls for complete faith and dedication, or none at all.

Another way that the sense of the urgency of the gospel affects us is in our desire to share
it with others and to invite other people here to hear it.

If the gospel did not speak to us, we would not care if anyone else heard it. But if the
gospel grabs our attention, if it turns our lives around, if it sets us free from the tyranny of having
to have more and more things, if it provides us meaning when nothing else does, if is gives us
love, joy, hope, forgiveness, courage, meaning, and more, if the gospel of Jesus Christ does this
for us, we want to share it. We want to let our friends and neighbors know, our family members
know, our school mates know, and our co-workers know.

Good news is uncontainable. It overflows. We cannot rest content until all the world
knows. Jesus warned that greatest temptation was the loss of love. How can we better show our
love than to bring people here?

So the urgency of the gospel undergirds our commitment to world missions and to
funding the work of the church that supports world mission.

'Thomas H. Naylor and Magdalena R. Naylor, “Time of the Living Dead,” The Charlotte
Observer, May 4, 1992.
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“This gospel of the kingdom will be preached throughout the whole world as a testimony
to all nations; and then the end will come.” We are either for it or against it. We are either part of
the mission to the world or we are standing in the way.

Most of us will not be able to go on world missions But we can send our money through
the church to provide for missionaries to all the world. When we give our offerings, it is
appropriate to ask ourselves, “Is what we give a worthy participation in God’s work of preaching
the gospel of kingdom throughout the world?” If it is not, how can we change it?

As we face the shortness of life and the urgency of the gospel, we especially want to
remember that our old enemy, death, is the one that Christ conquered. We no longer need to be
terrified by death. Jesus talks about the end of this world as the birth of the next. His own
resurrection from death to new life is the beginning of that new world. His victory over death was
not only for himself, but was particularly for us. This is how God has provided for us to be
restored to right relationship with God and therefore with each other. Unlike the passing things of
this world, these new relationships are permanent and eternal.

“This gospel of the kingdom will be preached throughout the whole world, as a testimony
to all nations; and then the end will come.” Are we ready to believe, to rejoice, and to commit
ourselves to Jesus Christ?

To God be the glory, forever and ever! Amen.
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