
Moving Mountains!

Psalm 121, Matthew 17:14-27 July 2, 2000

“For truly, I say to you, if you have faith as a grain of mustard seed, you will say to this
mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move; and nothing will be impossible to you.”
Jesus is promising that the power of God is available to those who have faith. “If you have
faith…nothing will be impossible to you.” Faith in the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ
puts us in contact with that power. The lack of faith in God and in his Christ leaves us out of
touch with, and unaware of, that power.

Think of the power of God evident in the creation of the universe and of all that is in it.
Think of the power of God evident in the gift of life, not only in general, but also in particular, in
the life of everyone you love. Think of the power of God revealed in his providential care,
sustaining us in being from moment to moment, granting us our every breath, holding us in the
palm of his hand. Think even more of the power of God in Jesus Christ. Think of the power of
God in his forgiveness of our sin, in his victory over our evil, in his resurrection of Jesus Christ
to new life over death, and in his promise to us of life eternal. We rejoice and give thanks every
day that these mighty works of God are available to us. So the promise of Christ that the power
of God is available even to tiny faith stirs us and encourages us to believe more than we have
ever believed before, to have greater faith than we have ever had before. The promise gives us
the very faith that it requires.

Now, a word of explanation must be said about so bold a promise as this. When Jesus
says, “nothing will be impossible to you,” we run the risk that our imaginations run wild. We
may think of new cars and clothes and houses. We may think of mountains of money. We may
think of fame and fortune. Or we may have the opposite reaction, being discouraged and feeling
guilty that we do not have the faith to move a molehill from here to there, much less a mountain.
Consider this: Jesus was instructing his disciples about faith at a time when their faith had just
failed. They had failed to help a man whose son needed healing, and they had done so apparently
because they looked to themselves instead of looking in faith to the power of God. Jesus was
encouraging his discouraged disciples to have greater faith in God, to believe in God, and to turn
to God in prayer for help.

Note that the point here is not to have a mountain of faith, a daunting and terrifying
prospect to all of us who are, to a greater or lesser extent, unbelievers. We are not being called to
superhuman faith. The point here is to have just at least the tiniest bit of faith, the smallest
amount visible, a little fleck of it, and even that tiny amount of faith in God will have access to
the unlimited and infinite power of God. It is not the faith that is infinite. Faith is always finite,
limited, faltering, and even failing. But even the tiniest speck of faith in God is true faith in God,
and it has access to the grace and mercy of God.

How is it that faith has access to the power of God? Faith has access to the power of God
through prayer, through believing enough in God to ask God for help. If we do not believe in
God enough to ask God for help, we do not really believe in God at all. And if we do believe
enough in God to ask God for help, help is available.

Now, we say all of this within the context of the very next thing which Jesus said to his
disciples, which was his second prediction of his death: “The Son of man is to be delivered into
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the hands of men, and they will kill him, and he will be raised on the third day.” The one who
spoke of faith to which nothing is impossible was himself going to Jerusalem to be betrayed, to
be falsely condemned, to suffer, to be executed, to die, and to be buried. This is not to deny his
promise about what is available to faith. But it is to say that the power of faith promised to us has
nothing to do with arbitrary displays of power. The power of faith promised to us has nothing to
do with personal gain or protection. The power of faith promised to us has nothing to do with
wealth or empire. The power of faith promised to us is not magic and does not simply offer to us
supernatural control over the forces of nature. It has, instead, to do with seeking the will of God
for our lives.

The faith being discussed here, then, is not faith in ourselves. It is not faith in humanity. It
is not faith in the power of faith. It is faith specifically, particularly, and exclusively in the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. This faith in God is centered upon God, not on us. This faith
in God is concerned with the things of God, not with personal advancement. What are these
things of God? God is interested in the gratitude which his grace elicits from our hearts. God is
interested in speaking to our stone cold hearts in such a way as to turn them into warm, living,
and grateful hearts. God is interested in truth and justice and righteousness and obedience. These
are some of the wonderful kinds of things that will no longer be impossible for us. These are
some the things we will be able to seek and to accomplish.

To say simply that people of faith could do anything at all would involve us in all kinds of
absurdities, such as asking whether we could make a circle square. And many of the things that
may even be possible for us are not at all wise or helpful for us, let alone obedient. So part of
what it means to have faith in God is to seek the will of God. We do this through worship,
prayer, and study. It is those things which are in line with the will of God and are part of the will
of God for us that faith can seek and accomplish.

Does God will that the gospel be preached to all the world? By faith, we may be called
upon to be part of this great proclamation of the gospel, and what a high privilege that would be.
Does God will that we love God with all our heart, with all our soul, with all our mind, and with
all our strength, and love our neighbor as ourselves? By faith, we may be lifted to this high and
wonderful calling, which is indeed the very purpose of human life, so that all lesser loves are
swept aside and all lesser concerns are put in their place. Does God will that we forgive those
who have done us wrong? Now we are getting to the hard part! Now we understand why Jesus
was talking about faith just the size of a grain of mustard seed! Yet, if we have even the tiniest
fleck of faith, the barest beginnings of a belief in God who forgives us through the death and
sacrifice of Jesus Christ, then we can actually begin to forgive those who have done us wrong.
We can say to the mountain of enmity and hate that has grown up between us, “Move from here
to there,” and it will move! Reconciliation that is impossible on human terms is possible by faith
in the forgiving grace of God.

Does God will that we worship God together here and support each other in the faith?
Sometimes it is hard to get up and to go to church. Yet faith can move us to just such
faithfulness, and who knows on what Sunday our mere presence— just our being here even when
we do not feel like being here— may be the witness needed to keep somebody else going in the
faith through another week. Does God will that we should be rid of our burdens of guilt? Perhaps
we prefer to carry that around, to feel bad for ourselves, to use that for an excuse for all that is
wrong in our lives. Yet, by faith in God, we can receive a new beginning, a clean slate, a second
chance, even a third chance, and on and on. We can say to that high mountain, that garbage heap
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of all the bad things we have done that we ought not to have done, and to that twin high
mountain, the untapped mine of all the good things we have not done that we ought to have done,
we can say to those twin mountains of guilt, “Move from here to there,” and they will move!

Does God will that we share the gospel of his son with our friends and our neighbors and
our relatives? By faith, we can remove the mountains of shyness and reluctance, by faith even we
can speak a good word for Jesus Christ, by faith we can invite people here to worship God, and
by faith we can invite and welcome people to join this congregation of the church of Jesus Christ.
Does God will that we support the preaching of the gospel and give to the mission of the church
here and around the world? Times are hard, we say. We think that we need to grasp our money
ever more tightly, but we may learn that our money is grasping us ever more tightly, maybe even
in a strangle hold. By faith in God, we can loosen the grip we have on our money, and so the grip
that God’s competition has on us will be loosened. Now, there is a miracle! These are just some
of the ways in which the mountain-moving power promised to faith has to do not with following
our imagination to seek our own benefit but instead with seeking and obeying the will of God for
our lives.

So, what God is saying to us today, here and now, in Grace Covenant Presbyterian
Church? First of all, the word of God to us today is a call and encouragement to faith, so that I, as
your pastor, am being called to greater faith than I have ever had before. I am being encouraged
to study the Bible more deeply, to preach more faithfully, to pray more earnestly, and to love
more fully than I ever have before. There are mountains of obstruction around us, and mountains
of resistance within, to which we are called to say, “Move from here to there.” And so we shall
tell those obstacles to get out of the way, for today is the day for the preaching of the gospel,
today is the day for worshiping God, today is the day for the advancement of the kingdom of
God, and today is the day for building up the church of Jesus Christ.

Second, the word of God to us today is a call and encouragement to all the officers of
Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church, all the elders and all the deacons, to have greater faith than
they have ever had before. These officers are entering a special time in their lives of service,
because Grace Covenant is entering a special time in its faith, life, history, and service. Now is
the time to dream new dreams, now is the time to seek new visions, now is the time to pursue
greater faithfulness, and now is the time to obey God as we have never obeyed God before.
Never again can we be content to let the mountains of impossibility hem us in. There is no
excuse for it. Never again can we let the mountains of nay sayers restrict or limit what we can do.
There is no reason for that. Elders and deacons both are being called upon to say to the
mountains of obstacles, “Move from here to there,” and so it will be.

Third, the word of God to us today is a call and encouragement to you, to all the members
and friends of Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church, those here in the sanctuary and those joining
us by way of radio, a call and encouragement to a greater faith than you have ever had before. Do
you believe in God? Do you believe in God enough to trust yourself to God both in life and in
death? Do you believe in God so as to cast aside all others and to be faithful to God alone? Do
you believe that by his suffering and death Jesus broke the power of sin and evil in the world and
that by his resurrection God broke even the power of death? Are you ready to move the
mountains of what other people say simply cannot be done? Are you ready to move the
mountains that hide the view of what we now know can be done? The word of God to us today is
a call and encouragement to us all to have greater faith than we have ever had before.
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The Lord’s Supper is set before us today. This is not only a remembrance of the sacrifice
of Jesus Christ so long ago, the work of Christ that has carried us this far in life. The supper is
that, but it is also living food for the journey ahead, nurture today for the faith and life of
tomorrow upon which we are embarking together now. Are we ready to believe? Are we ready to
seek, in prayer, worship, and study, the will of God today for our lives and for this church? If so,
Jesus says, “Nothing will be impossible to you.”

To God be the glory, forever and ever! Amen.
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