
Dear Directors, Leaders, and Members:

William Temple, late Archbishop of Canterbury and approvingly quoted by our own Dr. John H.
Leith, once wrote:

All of is God; the only thing of my own which I can contribute to my own redemption is
the sin from which I need to be redeemed. My capacity for fellowship with God is God’s
gift in creation; my partial deliverance from self-centeredness, my response to truth,
beauty and goodness is God’s gift through the natural world which he sustains in being
and the history of man which he controls. One thing is my own—the self-centeredness
which leads me to find my apparent good in what is other and less than the true good.
This true good is the divine love and what flows from it appreciated as its expression. In
response to that good, man finds his only true freedom, for only then does the self act
as what it truly is and thus achieves true expression.…As the experience of grace
becomes deeper, the conviction of its all sufficiency becomes more inevitable and more
wholesome, until at last a man knows, and is finally ‘saved’ by knowing, that all good is
of God alone. We are clay in the hands of the potter and our welfare is to know it.

William Temple, Nature, God and Man (London: Macmillan & Co., 1934), 401-402,
emphasis added.

There is an absoluteness about this insight that is both arresting and refreshing. It stands in
stark contrast with noisiness of the church in which you and I live and work, where the
discourse is often dominated by so-called “justice” issues, usually not even veiled but instead
open and flagrant attempts at the promotion of the interests of the promoter.

But there is no justice in us. There is no health in us. “The only thing of my own which I can
contribute to my own redemption is the sin from which I need to be redeemed.”

We would do well to rejoice in how good God is to us and to quit fantisizing about how just our
causes are.

Grace and Peace,

Jim
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